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But I ſay unto you, lave your enemies ; bleſs them that 
curſe you ; do good ta them that bate you ; pray for 
them that deſpirfull uſe you, and Prſecute 30 


T's Goſpel hath promiſed forgiveneſs of 


Sins to us upon two Conditions ; That 
we ſincerely repent of the Sins which 
. we have committed againſt God ; and, That we 
heartily forgive to men the injuries and offences 
which they hate been guilty of towards us... © 
I ſhall ar'chis time, by Gods Afliftance, treat 
of the latter of theſe, from che Words. which I 
| have. recited to you ; Which. ors part oy 
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Saviours excellent - Sermon wupou the Mount. In 
which he doth not only explain, but enlarge 
and the Moral and Natural Law, by ad- 


digg'to FO ic Oreqpts and Frobibitions of gregter 
feftion, chan<tichercheT aw of Flge-edl 
tural Law, in their largeſt extent, did contain. 

He forbids Polygamy,and Divorce, except only 
in caſe of Adultery ; and likewiſe Revenge ;- none 
of which were fotbidden either by thie Law of 
Natve,or by tht Law which was givea by Moſes. 

And to theſe Prohibitions our Bleſſed Saviour 
adds ſeveral new Precepts of greater perfeRtion 

. than any Laws that were extant before. But I 
» ſay unto you, love your enemies, The Jewiſh Law 
commanded them to {ove their. Neighbour, meaning 
their brethren and thoſe of their own Nation:Bur 
our 84yiour, by commanding us to love or enenues, 
hath in the moſt emphatical manner that can be 
commanded as to loye «{ men. For if any were to 
be excluded from ourCharicy,none {o likely co be 
ſo as'our Enemies. $0 that after a command to 
tove'our Enemies it was needleſs to-name any 
others ; becauſe men are narurally apt to love 
thoſe that loye them. By. 

T ſay mite you, bove "your. eneries 5 here the in- 
ward affedon is requir'd, Bleſi them.that curſe 
yon; here ourwacd Civiliry and Alfgbliry aro 

7 AS. requir'd, 
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at White-Hall. 


requird, in oppofttionco rude and uncivil Lan 
guage ; for fo bleſſmg and a in Scripture 
trequenely ſignify, Do good to them-that: hate you-; 
here real afts of kindneſs are commanded to be 
done by-us ro%our bitrereſt and moſt malicious 
Enemies.” © Pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you, 
and perfoecte you. Theſe are the higheſt cxpref- 
ſions of Enmity that ean be, calumny and cruelty ; 
and yet we are commanded'to- pray: for thoſe 
that ronch us in theſe two Poines of all 
other, our Reputation and our Life, And ta fe- 
cure the fincerity of our Charity towards our 
Enemies, .we are requir'd' eo expreſs it by our 
hearty Prayers to-God for them: To God, 1 ſay; 
before whom it is both impious and dangerous 
ro difſemble ; and Þ ore won wp Fen 
no metrey for our ſelves, if with feigned/Lips 
. we bog is'of Him for others. © 

You ſee what is the Duty here required; That 
we bear a fincere affeftion to our moſt malici- 
ous and implacable Enemies, and be ready upon 
occaſion to give real teſtimony of ie. 

And becauſe this may ſeem a hard duty, and 
not ſo caſte to be reconciled either to our Ineli- 
nation, or out' Reaſon'; I ſhall endeayour to. 
ſhew, that this Law is not onely' reaſonable, . 
bur much more perfe and excellent, and. the 
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pw? 778 of it more ealie and delightful, and up- 


' on all accounts: much more for our benefit and 
advantage, than the contrary : And that up- 


-on fowr Conſiderations ; which I ſhall endea- 
your to repreſent with their juſt vantage, and 
ſo as may,l hope, not anely convince our Judg- 
ments of the reaſonablenels of this Precept, bur 
likewiſe bend and ſway our Wills to the obedi- 
ence and practice of ir, , | 

I. If we conſider the nature of the «# here 
requir'd, which is to Love ; which when it is 
nct a meer Paſſion, but under the goveramenct 
of our Reaſon, is the moſt natural, and. eaſie, 
and delightful of -all.che Aﬀections which God 
hath planted in Humane Nature : Whereas ill- 


-will, and hatred,and revenge, are very troubleſome 


and yexatious "Paſſions, Bath- che deviſing of 
miſchief, and the accompliſhmear of it, and the 
refleftion upon ir afterwards, are all uneafie; 
and the conſequences of it many times pernici- 
ous to our ſelves, The very delign of Reveoge 
is troubleſome, and purs the Spirits intq an un- 
natural fermentatioa and. tumult. The- man 


that meditates it is always reſtlels, his very ſoul 


is ſtung, ſwells and boiles, is in pain and an- 
iſh, /hath no.caſe, no enjoyment of it (elf ſo 
g as this Paſion reigns, The execuriqn of 
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it may perhaps be attended wich ſome preſent 
pleaſure, bue thar-pleaſure is unreaſonable and 
brutiſh, momencany and ſhort, like a flaſh of 
Lightning which vaniſheth in the ewinkling of 
an Eye. * 

+ Ir is commonly ſaid chat Revenge is ſweet, 
but roa-calm and confiderate mind Patience and 
Forgiveneſs are {weeter, and do afford a much 
more rational and ſolid. and durable pleaſure 
than Revenge. The Monuments of our Mercy 
and Goodnels are a far more pleaſing and de- 
lightful ſpectacle,chan of our Rage and Cruelty. 
And no ſort of thought does uſually haunt men 
with more terrour,than the refleftion upon what 
theychave donein way of Revenge. 

Beſides that the conſequences of this Paſſion 
do commonly prove very prejudicial to our 
ſelves. For the Revenge of one thjury doth. 
naturally draw on-more, and will oblige us for 
the ſame reaſon.to-a new Revenge of them; and 
this brings on a perpetual and eadleſs circulation 
+of Injuries and. Revenges. So that whoever . 
ſeeks Revenge upon another doth commonly in 
the iſſue. take ic upon. himſelf, and. whilſt he 
thinks to transfer the injury which he hath re- 
wy : ana him chat did it, he doubles. it upon 

elf, 
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Such, and ſo great are the troubles and in- 
conveniences of a malicious and revengeful tem- 
per: but there is no torment in_ Love, as St. Jobn 
excellently ſayes. To be kindly affection'd to- 
wards a aſs grudge or 'ill-will, ao 
thought. of di ure or revenge towards an 
man, is the caſfieſt poſture, — latin 
Rate of the Mind. - So that if nor for their ſakes, 
yet for our awn, we ſhould Love our Enemies and 
da good ta them that hate us ; becauſe to be thus af- 
fetted rowards.all men, is as great kindne(s to 
our ſelvesas it is charity to others. . 


It. If we confider the: qualification of 'the 
Objeft ; it is our, Enemy whom we are requir'd to 
Lave. In whom though there be ſomerhing 
that is juſtly diſguſtful, yer there is ſomeching 
alſothat is lovely ; and if we perſiſt 1a.our kind- 
neſs to. him, notwithſtanding his enmicy to us, 
the camicy may wear off, and perhaps at length 
be chang'd into a ſincere and farm friendſhip. 

"Tis crue indeed, that with regard: to' our 
ſelves perſonal enmity towards us is one of the 
moſit inconvenicnc qualicies that a man can haye, 
but not therefore the worſt in it ſelf If we 
could be impartial and lay aſide prejudice; we 
might perhaps diſcern ſeveral very loyely 
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tizs in bim which bates us : And Verde 


is 
co. be own'd, and prais'd, and loy'd, eve 
in an Enemy. - And perhaps his emniry t6- 
wards us is not fo great ad neaien bak 
as We a nd ; he is not perhaps vur 
Enemy to that degree, nor ſo alrogether with- 
our caule,, as we imagine ; poſſibly we have 
provok'd him,or by his owa miſtake,orthrough 
the malicious repreſentation of others, he may 
be induc'd to thiak fo : And are 'not we our 
ſelves lyable to the like” mi ons 'con- 
cerning others 2 of which we are many times 
afterwards convinc'd and aſham'd : and ſo ma 
he, and then his enmity will ceaſe, if we will 
but have a little patience with him, - as we al- 
wayes wiſh in the like caſe that others would 
have with us. 

At the worſt,though never ſo fore and canſe- 
leſs an Enemy, though never fo bad a Man, yet 
he is « Man, and as ſuch, hath ſomething in 
him which the blindeft Paſſion cannot 
be good and amiable. He hath'che fame Na- 


rure with our ſelves, which we cannot hare, of 
of owt 


will; 


deſpiſe, without hatred and 
ſelves. Let a mans faults be' what « 

do noc deſtroy his Nature and make brit 
to-be a Man. ;. 29 1 jo 
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' The two great Foundations of Love are Rel 
tion and Likeneſs. No one thing, ſayes Tully, is ſo 
- like, ſo equal to-another,as one man is ts another, What 
difterence ſoever there may be between us and 
| another man, yea, though he be our Enemy, 
ec he is ſtill like us in the main ; and perhaps, 
ttoo like us in that for which we find ſo much 
faulc with him, a pronenelſs to offer affronts and 

injuries. 
And there is. an eſſential Relgtion, as well as 
Likeneſs, berween one man and another ; which 
nothing can ever diſſolve, becauſe it is founded 
ip in that which no man can deveſt himſelf of, in 
& Dr. Ban. Fi pmane Nature, 'So far is it from being true, 
which. Mr. Hobbs allerts as the fundamental 
Principle of his Politicks, That men are naturally m a 
ſtate of War and enmity with one another ; that the 
contrary Principle, laid down by a much deeper 
and wiſer man, I mean Ariſtotle, is moſt certain- 
ly true, That men are naturally akin and fritnds to 
each other, Some unhappy accidents and occa- 
ſions may make men Enemies, but naturally every 
man 4s friend to another : and that is the ſureft and 
moſt unalterable reaſon of things which is foun- 
ded in Nature, not that which ſprings from mu- 
table accidents and occalions. So that whoever 
is recommended to us under the notion of a 

| Man, 
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Man, ought not-to be look'd upon -by us: and 
treated as art Enemy. =” 

Conſider farther that an Enemy, even whilſt 
he is exerciſing his enmity towards us, may do 
us many as of real advantage ; which though 
they do not proceed from kindneſs, yer in truch 
are benefits. The malicious Cenſures of our 
Enemies, it we make a right uſe of them, may 
prove of greater advantage to us, than the Ci- 
vilicies of our beſt friends. We can eafily af- 
ford, nay the wiſeſt Men can hardly Gebear, 
to love a Flatterer ; to embrace him, and to take 
him into our boſom ; and yet an open Enemy is 
a thouſand times better and leſs dangerous than 
be. It is good for many men that they have had 
Enemies, who have many times beento thern the 
happy occaſion of reforming thoſe faults, which 
none but an Enemy would have taken the free- 
dom, I had almoſt ſaid would have had 
the Friendſhip, to have told them of. - 

Bur what if after all, this Enemy of ours, 
this hated man, prove to be one of our beſt 
Friengs ? For ſo reconciled Enemies uſually are. 


And if any thing will reconcile an Enemy, 


Loye and Kindneſs will. An obſtinate good- 
nels is apt to conquer even the worſt of Men. 
It is hardly in the narure of -man to ng» 
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the kindneſs of one whom, by all that we could 
do, we have'not been able to make our enemy, 
After a man hath done the greatelt injury to a- 
nother, not onely to find no revenge following 
upon it, but the firſt opportunity taken to ob» 
lige him, is ſo very ſurprizing, that it can hard- 
ly fail to gain upon the worſt diſpoſition and to 
melt down the hardeſt temper. So that we 
ſhould love our Encmies, it not for what they 
are at preſent, yet for what they may be, and in 
hope that by thele means they may in time be- 


come our Friends. 


II. If we confider the Excellency and Ge- 
neroſity of the thing it ſelf. To love our enemies, 
and to 4 to them that hate s, is the perfection 
of goodneſs, and the advancement of it eo its 
higheſt pitch. Ir is the moſt excellent and per- 
fe&t at of the greateſt and moſt perfet of all 
Graces and Vertues, I mean Charity ; which by 
St. Paul is call'd the bond of perfeftion 3; and by St. 
James, the perfeft and the Royal Law : becauſe it 
inſpires men with a greatneſs of Mind he for 
Kings and Princes, in whom nothing is more 
admirable than a generous Goodneſs and Cle- 
mency, even towards great Enemies and Offen- 
ders,ſo far as is conſiſtent with the Publick __ 
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Love for love is but Juſtice and Gratitude ; Love 
for no loye'is favour and kindneſs ; but Loye for 
hatred and enmicy-is a moſt;Divine Temper, a 
Reddy and immutable Goodnefs chat is nor to be 
ſtirr'd by provocation,and ſo far from being con- 
cjuer'd that ic is' rather confirm'd by its con- 
trary : For.if Hatred and Enmiry do nor-extin» 
puiſh Love, what can? This is Goodneſs in- 
deed ; not only without Merit and Obligation, 
without [avitation or Motive ; but againſt all 
reaſonable expectation, ' and ' in deſpite of all 
Temptartiow and Proyocation to the contrary. 
So that to return good for evil and love for 
hatred, is one of the greateſt argumencs of 2 
great Mind, and of deep wiſdom and” confide- 


ration: For tiaturally our firſt inclinations and - 


thoughts towards our Enemies are full of Anger 
and Revenge ; but our ſecond and wiſer thoughts 
_ will cel} us, chat Forgivefteſs is much more 

nerous than Revenge. And a more glorious Vi- 
Rory cannat be gain'd oyer another man than 
this, that when the Injury begaa on his part the 
Kindneſs ſhould begin on ours. If both the 
wayes were equally in our power, yet it is a 
much more deſirable Conqueſt ro overcome evil 
with good,” than'| with ewt. - By this, we cans oh- 
ly Conquer our Enemy, and may perhaps fail 
| -. $-  -* 1n 
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in that ;- but by the other, we certainly Conquer 
our ſelves; and perhaps our Enemy too ; over- 
coming him in the nobleſt manner, and walk- 
ing-him gently till he be cool, and without 
force effeually ſubduing him co be our Friend. 
This, as One fitly compares it, is like a great 
and wile General, by Art and Stratagem, by 
meet dint of Skill and Condut, by Patience 
and wiſe delay ; without ever ſtriking a ſtroke, 
or ſhedding one drop of:blood;co vanquiſh an E- 
nemy, and to make/:an end of the War without 
ever putting it. tor the hazard of a Battel, 
Revenge.is blind and raſh, and does alwayes 
proceed from:imporency and weakneſs of Mind. 
*Tis Anger-chat ſpurrs men on to it; and Anger 


' iscertainly one of the fooliſheſt Paſſions of Hu- 


mane. Nature, . and which commonly betrays 
men'to'the moſt imprudent and unreaſonable 


things, - So Solomon bſerves, He that is haſty of 


Ecc.7.g. ſpirit: exalteth folly; and again, Anger reſteth im the bo- 
ſom' of Fools ; But to be able to bear provocation, 


is an argument of great Wiſdom:; and to forgive 
ic, - of a great Mind : So theſame Wiſe-man tells us, 
He that us ſlow to anger is better than the mighty,and be 
that ruleth his ſpirit, than he that taketh.a City. It is a 
greater thing; in caſe of great Provocation, to 
calm a mans -own ſpirit, than to ſtorm and-take 
a ſtrong City, Where- 
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W 
the gFernment of himſelf, and lays the Reins 
upon the neck of the Wild Beeſt, his own brutiſh 
Appetite and Paſſion ; which hurries him on 


firſt co Revenge, and then to Repentance for 


the folly which he bath been guilty of-in grati- 
fying ſo unreaſonable a Paſſion, For it very 
dom happens that any man executes an act of 
Revenge, bur the very next moment after he hath 
done it, he is ſorry for it, and wiſheth he had 
not done it : Whereas Patience and Forgiveneſs 
do wiſely-prevent both the miſchief to others, 
and the trouble to our ſelves, which is uſually 
conſequent upon Revenge.. 


IV. If we conſider the perfedtion and preva- 
lency of the Examples which the Goſpel propoſethr 
ro us, to allure and engage us to the practice 
this Duty. And they are the Examples of God 
himſelf, and: of the Son of God in the Nature of 
Man. LD | 

1. The Example of God himſelf. The Scrip- 
| twe doth frequently ſet before us the goodneſs of 
Gods common- Providence to Sinners, for our 
Pattern. And this is the Argument whereby 
our Bleſſed Saviour prefleth the Duty in the Text 


upon us, in-the Verſe immediately after it ; That ver. 45 


Je 


s the Angry Man loſeth and lers fall 
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ye may be the children of your heavenly Father qybo mak- 
eth bis Sun to riſe #n the evil and the good, and Wh Rain 
to fall on the juſt and the unjuſt. "The lame Argu- 
ment Seneca allo urgeth ro the ſame purpoſe. 
How many (fayes he) are unworthy of the light, and 
yet the Day viſits them * And ſpeaking of the Gods, 
They beſtow, (ſayes he) their benefits upon the un- 
thankful, and are ready to help thoſe who make a bad 
conſtruition and ule of their kindneſs, And almoſt in 
the very words of our Saviow, Etiam ſceleratis 
Sol oritur, &c, The Sun riſeth even upon the moſt 
Vile and profligate perſons, and the Seas are open to 


"Pirates, 


Thus is God affefted towards thoſe who are 
guilty of the greateſt provocations towards 
Him. He beſtows upon.them the gifrs of his 


"Common Providence ; and not onely fo, but is 


ready to forgive innumerable Offences to them 
for Chriſt's ſake. This Pattern the Apoſtle pro- 

h to our imitation, Be ye kind, tender-beart- 
ed, forbearing one another forgiving one another even as 
God for Cris fake hath forgiven you : Be ye therefore 
imitaters of God as dear children. This temper and 
diſpsſition of Mind, is the prime excellency and 
perfeftion 'of the Divine Nature z and who 
would not be ambitious to be like the molt per- 


fedt and beſt of Beings ? And ſo our B, Saview 


con- 
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coacludes this Argument, in the laſt Verſe of 
this Chapter, Be ye therefore perfeft, as your Father 
which is m Heaven « perfeft, which St. Luke ren- 
ders, Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father which 
is in Heaven 4 merciſul, So thatin that y 
thing which we think to beſo hard and difficult, 
you ſee that we have Perfection it ſelf for our 
Pattern, - And this Example ought to be of fo 
much greater force with. us, by much grea- 
ter reaſon there is why we ſhould do thus ro one 
another, than why God ſhould do thus to us. 
Our Offences againſt God are more and greater, 
than any man ever was or could be guilty of ro- 
wards us : Beſides, that there are many Conſi- 
derations which ought to ye up our hands, and - 
may reaſonably reſtrain us trom falling furiouſly 

upon one another, which can haye no place at 
all in God, We may juſtly fear, that the con- 
ſequence of our Revenge may return! upon our 
ſelves, and that it may come to be our own 
caſe to ſtand in need of Mercy and Forgiveneſs 
from others : And therefore out of neceſſary 
caution and prudence, we ſhould take heed not 
to ſet any bad example in this kind,leſt ir ſhould 
recoyle upon our ſelves. We who ſtand {6 
many in need of Forgiveneſs our ſelves, ought 
in all reaſon to be very ecalie to forgive. others _ 
v7 Bur: 
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| But now the Divine Nature is inhnitely above 
any real injury -or ſuffering. God can ne- 


yer ſtand in need of pity or forgiveneſs ; and yet 
of his own meer Goodneſs, without any intereſt 
or deſign, how ſlow is he #0 anger, and how ready 
to forgive ? 


And, which comes yet nearer to us, there is 
alſo the Example of the Son of God, our Bleſſed 
Saviour ; who in our Nature, and ia caſe of the 
greateſt Injuries and Proyocations imaginable, 
did practiſe this Vertue to the height ; And all 


this for our ſakes, as well as for our Example. So 


that he requires nothing of us, -but what he 
himſelt ſubmitted to with the greateſt Patience 


and Conſtancy of Mind ; in our ſtead, and 


wholy for our advantage. 

He render'd good for evil to all Mankind, and 
ſhew'd greater Love to us, whilſt we were Ene- 
mies to Him, than ever any man did to his 
Friend. | 

He pray'd for thoſe that deſpitefully uſed him and 
perſecuted bim. And this, not upon cool conſi- 
deration, after the injury was done, and the 
painof his Sufferings was over ; buc whilſt che 
ſenſe and ſmart of them was upon him, and in 


the very Agony and bitterneſs of Death : In the 


height 


\ 


heighe of all his an ih, he pour'd our his Soul 
an'Offcring for the Sins 'of Men, and his Blood 
a Sacrifice' to God, for the expiation of the 
Guile of that very Sin whereby they ſhed it ; 
pleading with God, in the behalf of his Murder- 
ers,the onlyExcuſe that was poſſible to be made 
. for 'their Malice, that is their' [gnorance 5 and 
5 ary | his laſt breath in that moſt charitable 
Prayer for them , Father forgive them, for they 
\not what they ds. 
.> The laſt Declaration which he made of his 
Ls _=_ Love to his Enemies; and the laſt 


ode 0c ueath'd was an earneſt Requeſt 
bus <7 forithe Forgiveneſ# of his renters 
and Murderers. 

:(,Soithat if any Example onght to be dear to 


06,-and to e us to the imitati- 
of i hpefCow Saviour ſhould ; 


{ince*the {njuries which he ſuffer'd have fine 
us«from' (ſuffering , and the ' 
yr ar ce ap ever befel 
nt Example : And ihet whtewie 
ene -with what-Conſcicove; can we 
prerend: Thane wigs rawe's tr flee 
wichout jmiating'the Verrdesof it ?: 

1 | contemplate the exceſſive 
K and of the Son of God'tothe 

_ ſinful 


' finful Sons of Men, after all our bittcreſt En- 
mity cowards him, and moſt cruel and injurt 
ous Uſage of higa ; and all this Charity exer- 
cis'd towards'us, whilſt he was under the aftua! 
ſenſe and ſuffering of theſe things : and yet not 
ovok'd by = Example fo admirable in it 
WY: and of ſock mighty advantage to us, to gu 
likewiſe ? 

_ notwithſtanding the power of theſe Ar- 
guments to perſwade to this Duty, 1 muſt not 
SL ſome which are, I beljeve, 
1n many of _- minds againſt is 3 and to which 
for the full clearing — it will be 
| fr co gire ſome ſublaton And \they' are 
theſe : 

+ I» That this Precept in the Text does not 
ſcem ſo well to agree op ck wn e 
e@ Saviour's, m out TR f 

frm ___ -, ras f thee, if 


be repent, 

la or tt wry ef Donne 
agein to thee, cap, "or oden 

m——— Here 

not to require -F fol Sever hem 

done the 4 -wpork aagaty wr bg rh 

IgE" Enmity, 


that 


bur the Text requires (1s to 
— 
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that _ ſue ic, atd' excerciſe it - 1 
Us. T- On and thus th 
himſelf practifed towards his Perſecators. 
Bur this a of Contradiion will 
quickly vaniſh, it we conſider that Forgiveneſs 
is ſometimes aken chiefly for abſtaining from 
Revenge 3 and fo far we are to forgive our E- 
nemics, even) whilſt they continue (0, and 
though they do not repent : And aot only fo, 
but we are alſo-to pray for them, and to do 
good offices to them, ſpecially of common Hu- 
mavity : and this is the of the 
in the. Text. But ſometimes 3 doe 
nific a perfedt Reconciliation to thoſe that have 
_ ſo as ik ooo dgain into our 
oy > 


A woms they ay by 0 mains 


ide ae CE LE ny 
ing of the other Text. 
-. 2+ It is further objefted, That this ſeems 
to be a very. imprudene thing,. and of darye- 
rows cohlſrequence to ous ſolve 5 becauſe by 
PPG.0n0 lojury fo patiently, and forgiving 
ſo eaſily, we invite more ; not 
our Enemie to go: on, bat ethers 
by his Enemple to do the like: Which wit® 
make il] natur'd Men to provoke us ow putts 
D a2 


pole, 


> ——_— —_—_——— let 


wr” mr Sb 


pole, with a crafty deſign to wreſt benefits from 

us : For what better Trade can agnan drive, 

than to gain Benefits in exchange for Injuries 2 
To. this I an{wer three things: 


Firf, Ic is to be feared that ithere are RAA 
few ſo very good, as to make this kind return 
for Injuries : Perhaps, of thoſe that call cthem- 
ſelves Chriſtians, not one in a hundred,” And 
he is nota cunning man that will venture to 
make an Enemy, when there is the odds of a 
hundred to one againſt him, that this Enemy of 
his will take the firſt opportunity to' take his 
Revenge upon him. 

Secondly, It is alſo on the other hand e@be 
hoped, that but very few are ſo prodigiouſly 
bad, as'to make ſo barbarous a return at}; we 
unexpeQed kindneſs of a generous arte 
And this is encouragement enough to the 
Qtice of this Nuty, if there be'a probable hope 
that it will have a good effe& ; and however, 
if it ſhould fall out otherwiſe, yet this wonld 
not be reaſon enough to diſcourage our good- 
neſs, - eſpecially ſince the kindneſs which we do 
ts our Friends is Jyable almoſt ro an equatOb- 
azcQion, that they may prove ungratetul, and 
become our Enemies: it having been oftea 


ſeen 


ſcen that great Benefits, ET; ond © 
Tequital, inſtead/of — a man aF riend 
a made. him-an 
Thirdly, Our Saviour never invended by this 
Precept,; that abr goodneſs ſhonld'be blind and 
yoid of-all- prudence / and''diſcretion, © bite 'that 
it-(hould be yy managed, . as/to'make our Fne- 
my: ſenſible both of his own faule, and of our 
favour 3-and-ſo, as to-give: him as lictle encou- 
ragement,. as there is reaſon for it, to' hope to 
find the. like - favour again upon the like pro- 
vocation. -» Our Sewiour commands us to do 
the: thing, bue: hath left. | it 'to'' our prudence 
to do it-in ſuch a-manney as maybe moſt ef- 
fetual, both to reclaim the Offender, and like- 
wileto ſecure ourſelves againſt owe and end 
ther Injuries. | 


-- .3- Laſtly, It is objefed, What can we do 
more to aur beſt: Friends, than'to love them 
andSlchs them, than ro do good: ro them-and 
to pray for them *-. And: are: we then to 
make no difference betwixt our Enemies and 
our Friends? |. 

Yes urely.;. and: owe. may, noryichſtaad: 
ing this - Precept : For :there' are degrees: of 
Rn, and there are: Benefits: of ſeveral rates 


and 


"mn 
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and (izes, © Thoſe of the firft rate we may 
with Ig beftow wpon our Friends, and 
with thoſe of a ſecond or third rate there is 
all the reaſon in the World why our Enemies 
ſhould be very well —— Beſides char 
we may abſtain from Revenge, yea, and love 
our Enemy, and wiſh-him and do him good ; 
and yet it will not preſently be neceſſary chat 
uld cake him into our boſom, and treat 
and truſt him as -our intunate and familiar 
Friend, For every one that is not our Ene- 
my is not fit to be our Friend ; much leſs one 
that hath been our Enemy, and perhaps is fo 
ftul. There muſt be a great change in him 
that hath been our Enemy, and we muſt have 
had long experience of bim, before it will be 
fit, if ever it be fo, to take him into onr Pricad- 
ſhi 
All chae now remains is to make fome In- 
foe me Dibenels witch 1 have made 


pon this by way of Applicition. 
And they (hal he t thele four. 


I. If we think it fo very difficult ts demean 
ourlelves tewards our Enemies, as the Chriſti- 
ode, wag inly require us to do; to 
forgive them, love "6 m4 and pray for 


them, 
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them, and to do good offices to them, 'then 
certainly it concerns us in prudence to be very 
careful how we make Enemies to ourſelves. 

One of the firſt Principles of Humane Wil. 
dom, in the condu@t of our Lives, & have ever 
thought ta ba this, To bave a few intimate 
Friends, and to make no Enemies , if ic be g 
poſſible, to —_ $e. ba lays a preat 
ſtreſs upoh this, it very carneſt- 
ly. "oe aſter he wt eooyh tc Au Re-- 
compence ts no. wan evil for evil, As if he were I" '*: 
very ſenſible how hard a matter it is to bring 
men to this, he adviſcth in the next words, 
to- prevent, if it be poſſible, the occaſions of 
Revenge, If it b: poſſble, and as nach as by+ y, 1s. 

| &th.. in you, live pracrably with all men * That 
is, if we can avoid it, have no Fnmity with a- 
- man. And that for two very weighty flee- 


Ihe $1 have already intiated; becauſe 
it s ſo very hard to behave ourſelves towards 
Enemics as we ought. This we ſhall find to 
be a difficult pak Fleſh and Blood 4 and 


it will t Wiſdom, and detati- 
on, 'and of Mind, for a Man to bring 
down his Spirir dy -ot-adel of this Com- 


mand : For "hs fewer Enemies we have, the 
leſs 
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leſs':occafion will there be of conteſting this ; 
hard Point with ourſe]ves, 

And the other Reaſon is,'I think; yet ke: 
er and more convincing, *becauſe Enemies will 


come of themfelves, and let a man-do what he 
can, he ſhallihave ſome. Friendſhip is'a thing 


; that needs to-be culcivated;” if we would have 


ir come to any thing ; bu Enemies, like ll 
Weeds, will (privig themſelves without 
our care and tait.', The Eankrs as our Saviour 


 --.- calls the Devil, will fow heſoT wer; in the nigit, 


and - when we leaſt: diſcern ir, will ſcatter the 
Seeds of Diſcord and Enmity among men ; and 
will take an advantage either from thes Fqvy, 
...of the' Malice, ' or, Miſtakes of Men, to 
make them Enemies to one another. Which 
would make one wonder to ſee. what :care 
and pains ſome ' men will take, to oke 
Mankind againſt them ; how they will lay 'a- 
bout them, and ſnatch at 6pportunities'to make 
themſelves Enemies, as if they: were afraid to 
let ' the happy occaſion flip by them : But:all 


this care and fear ſurely is wc or 5 We ma 
lafcly truſt an ill-natur'd World, that we ſhall 


have Enenties enough ,” without: out, dbing 
things - on (our: (part / t6 yRovnUSi Quay Pacente 


them. 


But 
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But above all, it concerns every man in 
prudence to take great care not to jmake 
perſonal Enemies to himſelf; for theſe are the 
forefi and the ſure$i of all other, and when 
there is an opportunity for it, will fit hard- 
eſt upon us. Injuries done to the Publick 
are certainly the greateſt, and yet they are 
many tunes more eaſily forgiven, than thoſe 
which are done to particular Perſons. For 
when- Revenge is every bodies work, it 
may prove to be no bodies. The general 


 Wrongs which are done to Humane Socie- 


ty, do not fo ſenſibly touch and ſting men, 
as perſonal Injuries and Provocations. The 
Law is never angry or in paſlion, and it is 


not only a great indecency, but a faule, when 


the Judges of it are ſo. Heat of Proſecuti- 
on belongs to icular Perfons ; and it is 
their memory of Injuries, and deſire to Re- 
venge them , and diligence to fer on and 
ſharpen the Law, that is chiefly to be dread- 
ed: And if the truth were, known, it- is 
much to be fear'd that there are almoſt as 
few private as publick A&s of Oblivion 
paſs'd in the World ; and they commonly 
paſs as flowly, and with as much ; 
E an 
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' and not till the grace and good effet of 
them is almoſt quite loſt. 


IH. Secondly, If we ought to be thus af- 
fefted towards our Enemies, how great 
ought our kindneſs, and the expreſſions of 
it, to be to others? To thalſe who pever 
diſobliged us, nor did us any Injury by werd 
or deed ; tro thole more eſpecially , who 
ſtand m a nearer relation to us; to our na- 
tural Kindred, and te our ſpiritual Brethren 
to whom we are {p ſtrongly link'd and u- 
nited by common Bond of Chriſtianity ; and 
laſtly, to our BenefaRors, and who 
have been before-band with us in obligati- 
en : For all theſe are {8 many ſpecial Ties 
and Endearments of mea to one another, - 
founded” either in Nature or Religion, or ip 
common Juſtice and Gratitude. And there- 
fore between all theſe and aur Enemies we 
ought to make a very wide and (enlible dit- 
ference, in oyr Carriage and Kindneſs to- 
wards them, And if we do not de io, we 
. repreſent our Saviow as an unreaſonable 
Lawegiver, and do perverſly interpret this 
Precept of his contrary to the reaſonable and 


Equi- 


-v 
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equitable meaning of it, For, Whatever 
degree of Kindneſs is here requited towards 
our Enemies , it 1s certain chat fo rivch 
more is due to others, as according to the 
true proportion of our tie and obligation 
to them they have deſerved at onr hands : 
nothing beirig more cettain than<hat our 
Bleſſed Sawivur, the Founder of our Religi- 


. on, did never intend by any Precept of it 


to cancel any real Obligation 6f Nature; 
or Juſtice, or Gratitude ; of to offer Vio- 
lenec in the leaſt to the common Reaſon of 
Mankind. 


HL Thirdly, Hence we learn the excel- ' 


lency and the Reafonablenefs of the Chrifti 
an Religion, which hath carried onr Darty 
fo high in things which do fo direRtly tend 
to the Perfeftiom of Humane Natnte, arid! t6 
the Peace of Humane Sority 4 and, whith if 
all rhirgs be righely 6 rhoft 4 
greetble td the cleateſt "avid beſt Rutiſbn 
of Mankitd : Ss that theſe thitigs which 
were heretofore look'd upori, atid that 
fome few of che- wiltt ſore, $ 
Hetoical hnftances of Gootriefs, I 
E 3 e 
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the common rate of Humanity, are now by 
the Chriſtian Religion made the indiſpenſable 
Duties of all Mankind. And the Precepts 
of no other Religion, that ever yet appear- 
ed in the World, have advanced Humane 
Nature fo much above itſelf, and are fo well 
calculated for the Peace and Happineſs of 
the World, as the Precepts of the Chriſtian 
Religion are: for they ſtriftly forbid the 
doing of Injuries, by way of prevention ; 
and in caſe they happen, they endeavour 
to put a preſent ſtop to the progreſs of 
them, - #6 ſo ſeverely forbidding the ' Feveng- 
ing of t 

And yet after all this, it muſt be ackogus- 
ledg'd to be a very wntoward Objeion a- 
gainſt the Excellency and the of 
the Chriſtian Religion, that the Praffice of 
ſo many Chriſtians is ſo to the Per. 
feQion of tne" For whois there 
in the es and Revolutions of Humane 
Afairs, when the Wheel of Provi- 
dence turns them uppermoſt, and lays their 
Enemies at. their Feet, that will give them 
any Quarter ? Nay, that does not greedily 
ſcize upon the firſt opportunities of Re- 


Vengez 
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venge, and like an Eagle, hungry for his Prey, 
make a ſudden ſtoop upon them with all 
his force and violence; and when he hatti 
them in his Pownces, and at his Mercy, is 
not ready to tear them is pieces ? 

So that after all our Beaſts of the —_ 
Jency of our Religion, where: is the 
Qice of it? This, I confeſs, is a terrible 
Objefion indeed ; - and I muſt entreat of you, 
wy Brethren, to help me to the beſt An- 
[wer to it: Not by any nice Diffti and 
Speculations about it, but by the careful and - 
honeſt Praftice of this Precept of our Re- 

ion. 
we was the old Objection againſt Philoſs- 
phy, that many that were Philoſophers in 
were faulty in their Lives : 
eaſes rrp. he by wiſe 
men tobe a good ObjeCtion againſt Philo- 
fopby. And _ we will lay more weight 
u the Objefions againſt Religion, and 
Kar them. hs Ss a_ reaſon- 
able to do in any ether Caſe, we muſt ac- 
knowledge likewiſe, that this. Objection a- 
gainſt Religion is of no force, Men do 
noe caſt off the Art of Phyſick, becauſe ma- 


ny 
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IV. 


ny Phyſicians do not live up to their own 
Rules, and do not themſelves follow thoſe 
Preſcriptions 'which they chink fie ro give 
to others : and here is a plain reaſon for it, 
becauſe their ſwerving from their own Rules 
doth riot neceſfatily ſignifie that their Rules 
are not good, but only that their A 
tites are unruly, and too hard and head- 
ſfirong for their Reaſon : Nothing being 
more certain 'than this, That Rules may be 
very reaſonable, and yer they that give them 
may not follow them. 


IV. The fourth and laf7 Inference from 
this whole Diſcourſe ſhall be this, That be- 
ing convinced by what hath been ſaid upon 
this Argument, of the Reafonableneſs of 
this Ducy, we would reſdive upon the Fra- 


&ice' of ic; when ever there is dretfion of. 


fer'd for ix in the courſe of onr Lives: F 
need not ty put you in mind, that there is 
now like to be great occaſion for it : 1 hall 
only fay, that whenever there is (6, rot 
can be ried more ſiriftly upon 'us than 
Duty 1s. 


_- Tt hatch often been & great Contforr aid 
: Confir- 


Confirmation to me, to ſee the Humanity of 
the ation Raligiov, fo plainly diſcover- 
ing it (elf, upon ſo many occa in the 
pradticg, of the Profeſſours of it. And fet- 
ting aſide all other advantages which oxr 
Religion hath been evidently ſhewn to have 
above PFopery in point of Reaſon and Ar- 
gument, I cannot for my life but think thet 
to be the beſt Religion which makes the 
beſt Men, and from the nature of. its Prin» 
ciples is apg, to make them ſo; moſt kind, 
and merciful, and charitable ; and moſt free 
from - Malice, and Revenge, and Cruel- 


v And therefore our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
knew what wes in man better than any man 
that ever was, knowing qur great rehitancy 
and backwardiieſs. to the - praftice of this 
Duty, hath urged it upon us by ſuch for- 

cible and almaſt vialeat nts, that if 
we have apy tenderneſs far our felves, we 
cannat refule @bedicnce ta it.. For he 
plainly tells us, That no Sacrifice that we 
can affer will appeaſe God towards is, fo 


long as we our ſclves are umplacable ta\Men4z 
Varſe 23d of this Chepter, If tha wy 
| 8 
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gift #0 the Altar, and there remembereft that 


thy brother bath ought again} thee, leave thy 
gift before the Altar, and go thy way : firft go 
and be reconciled to thy brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift. To recommend this Du- 
ty efteftually to us, He gives it a preference 
to all the poſitive Dutics of Religion: Firf# 
go and be reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift. - Till this Duty be 
diſcharged, God-will accept of no Serwice, 
no Sacrifice at our hands. Agd therefere 
our Liturgy doth with great reaſon declare 
it to be a neceſlary Qualification for our 
Worthy Receiving of the Sacrament, that 
we be in Love and Charity. with our Neigh- 
bours ; becauſe this is a Mora! Duty, and of 


. eternal Obligation,” withoue which no -po- 


fitive part of Religion, ſuch as the Savra- 
ments are, can be acceptable to GOD; 
eſpecially fince in this: Bleſſed Sacrament of 
Cbrift's Body-and Blood we expe to have 


the Forgiveneſs of our Sinsratified and con- 
firmed to us : Which how can we hope for 
from'G O D, if we our ſelves be not: rea 
dy to forgive one another ? | 
He ſball have judgment without mere 
ays 
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ſays St. James, who bath ed no , 
Pct waned gr. 
our Lord himſelf hath given us, He hath 
taught us ſo to ask Forgiveneſs of God, 
as nat to expect it from Him, if we do not 
forgive one another. So that if we do not 
practiſe this Duty, as hard as we think it 
1s, every time that we put up this Petition 
to God, | Forgive #s our Treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them that Treſpaſs againit us; ] we 
ſend up a terrible Imprecation againſt our 
ſelves, and do in effe& beg'of God not to 
forgive us. And therefore, to imprint this 
matter the deeper upon our minds, our 
Bleſſed Saviour | tately after the reci- 
tal of this Prayer , hath thought fit to add 
a very ble enforcement of this Pe+ 
tition, ncytren od ſays He, 
ye forgiue men themr treſpaſjes, yeur | 
Ax will alſo forgive you: But if ye form ts, ® 
giue net mea their waar > weitber will your 
Father forgive your treſpaſſes. | 
And gy hath likewiſe in his 
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affeting Parable, deliver'd by him to this 
purpoſe.: "Concerning 4 wicked Servant , 
who, when: bis Lord had bur juſt before 
forgiven him a vaſt- Debt of ten thouſand 
Talents, took his-poor Fellow-ſervant by the 
thgoat |, and, notwithſtanding his humble 
Submiſſion and earneſt Entreaties to be fa- 
vourable to him, haled him to Priſon for 
a trifling Debt of an bundred Perce. And 
the Application which he makes of this Pa- 
rable, at the end of it, is very terrible, and 
ſuch as ought never. to go out of our 
minds 3 So likewiſe , ſays He, ſhall my hea- 
wvenly Father do alſo unto you, if ye do not 
from your hearts forgive every one his bro- 
ther his refþpaſſes. One might be apt to 
think at firſt view, that this Parable was 0+ 
ver.done, and wanted ing of a due 
Decorum ; ie being hardly credible, that a 
man' after he had been fo mercifully and 
encrouſly dealt withall, .as upon his hum- 
le Requeſt to have ſo huge a Debt ſo free- 
the memory of 
much Mercy was freſh upon him, even the 
very next moment, handle | his Fellow«Ser- 
vant , who had made the ſame _ 


it,\W kite«Hall. 


ſubmiſſion and requeſt to him which he 
had done to his Lord, with ſo much rough- 
nels and cyuelty, for fo inconfiderable a 

Sum. This, Þ ſay, would hardly "uh 
credible ; did we not {ee in experience how 
very unreaſonable and unmercitul ſome men 
are, and' with what; confidence+ they | can 


' ask and exped; great mercy from G O D, 


when they will ſhew none to Men. 

The greatneſs of the Injuries which arc 
done to us, is the reaſoh commonly pleaded 
by. us why we cannot forgive: them. ' _ Buc 
whoever thou art, that makeſt this an Ar- 
gument why thou canſt not forgive. thy 
Brother, lay thine hand upon thy _— 
and berhink thy ſelf how many more 
much greater Offences thou haſt been vil. 
ty of againſt God : Look up to that Juſt 
and Powerful Being that is above, and can- 
ſider well, Whether thou doſt not bath 
expet and ſtand in need of ; more Mer- 
cy and Favour from Him, than thou canſt 
tired in thy heart to ſhew to thine offending 
Brother ? 

We have all certainly great reaſon to ex- 
pet that as. we uſe one another, God will 

F 2 likewiſe 
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likewiſe deal. with us. And 'yet after all 
this, how little is this Duty praftis'd among 
Chriſtians ? And how hardly are the beſt 
of us brought to love' our Enemies, and to 
forgive them? And this, notwithſtanding 
= all our. hopes of Mercy and Forgive- 


neſs from God do depend upon it. How 


ſtrangely mconſiſtent is our praQice and our 
hope? And what a wide diſtance is there 
berween our expeGations from GOD, 
and our dealings with Men? How very 
partial and unequal are we, to hope ſo ca- 
fily to be forgiven, and yet to be fo hard 
to forgive ? | 

Would we have G O D, for Chriff's ſake, 
to forgive us 'thoſe numberleſs and mon- 
ftrous provocations which we have been 
guilty of againſt His Divine Majeſty? And 
ſhall we not for His fake, for whoſe ſake 
we our ſelves are forgiven, be willing to. 
forgive one another ? 

We think it hard to be oblig'd to for- 
give great Injuries, and often repeated ; 
and yet Woe be to us all, and moſt miſe- 
rable ſhall we be to all Eternity, if GOD 
do not all this ro us, which we think to 

be 
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be ſo very hard and unreaſonable for us to 
do to one another, | 

I have ſometimes wonder'd how it ſhould 
come to paſs, that ſo many perſons ſhould 
be (o - x to deſpair of the Mercy and For- 

ienels of GOD to them ; eſpecially con- 

dering what clear and expreſs Declarations 
GOD hath made of his readineſs to for- 
give our greateſt Sins and Provocations up- 
on our ſincere Repentance: But the won- 
der will be very much abated, when we 
ſhall confider with how much difficulty 
men are brought to remit great Injuries, and 
' how hardly we are perſwaded to refrain 

from flying upon thete who have given us 
any conſiderable provocation. So that 
when men look into themſelves, and ſhall 
. carefully obſerve the motions of their own 
minds towards thoſe againſt whom they have 
been juſtly exaſperated, they will fee but 
too much reaſon to think that Forgiveneſs is 
no ſuch ecaſie matter. 

But our comfort in this caſe is, That 
GOD is not as Men; that bis ways are not 
as Our Ways, nor bis thoughts as our thoughts ; 
but &s the Heawens are bigh above the Earth, 
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ſo. are bis ways abowe our ways, and bis 


thoughts above our thoughts. 

And the beſt way to keep our ſelves 
from deſpairing'of G O D's Mercy and For- 
giveneſs to us, is to be eaſie to grant For- 
giveneſs to others: And without this, as 
GOD hath reaſon to deny Forgiveneſs to 
us, ſo we our ſelves have all the reaſon in 
the World utterly to deſpair of it. 

Ie would almoſt tranſport a Chriſtian to 
read that admirable Paſſage of the Great 
athen Emperour and Philoſopher M. Au- 
elins Antoninus, Can the Gods, ſays he, that 
are Immortal , for the continuance of ſo many 
Ages, bear without impatience with | ſuch and 


ſo many Sinners as have ever been; and not 


only ſo, but likewiſe take care of them, and 


provide for them that they want nothing : 


And do$t thou ſo grievouſly take on, as one that 
can bear with them no longer ® Thou, that 


art but for a moment of time; yea, Thou that 
art one of thoſe Sinners thy ſelf. 


I will conclude this whole Diſcourſe winh 
thoſe weighty and pungent Sayings of the 
Ece.23, 1, 2, Wiſe Son of Sirach; He that revengeth ſhall 
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find vengeance from the Lord, and he will cer-. 


tainly retain bis Sins. Forgive thy neigh- 


bonr that bath hurt thee, ſo ſhall thy Sins alſo 


be forgiven when thou prayest. One man bear- 
eth hatred againit another, and doth he ſeek 
pardon of the Lord ?® He ſheweth no mercy 
to a man like bimſelf, and doth be ash, forgive- 
neſs of his own Sins ? 


Enable us, O Lord, by thy Grace, to 
praQtiſe this excellent and difficult Duty of 
our Religion : And then, Forgive #5 our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſi a- 
gainfi ns : For thy mercies fake, in Feſws 
Chrift ; to whom with Thee, 0 Father, and. 
the Holy GhofF, be all Honour and Glory, A- 
doration and Obedience, both now and ever. 


Amen.. 
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